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Chabahar: India’s New Geo-Political Strateglc
Gateway in International Politics |
SuBHADIP MUKHERJEE

Introduction

“Few People have been more closely related in ongm and throughout hlstory
than the People of India and the People of Iran”.

Jawaharlal Nehru (Indna s First Prime Mmlster)
¥ - (Nehru, 1980). -

India and Iran are inevitable to each other in' the larger geo-strateglc'

paradlgm of Asian connectivity. While India, one of the world’s fastest 7

growing economies, seeks to develop a new strategic partners in recent times
through which it can enlarge its trade activity and by necessity looked to
establishing access to new markets in the Central Asia at this situation -

Chabahar port appeared in line with India’s strategic goals. It is an important

pillar of Indian foreign policy aimed at finding shorter routes for its exports
and imports, countering China’s influence in the Indian Ocean region, and

circumventing Pakistan’s Gwadar Port. India believes that Chabahar, under
its influence, will become one of the Iargest trade hubs in the future. The port
will also connect India to Central Asian countries that are also major energy
producers in the region. It is estimated that the port will help India to halve
the time and cost of doing business with Central Asian countries, The port’s
success also potentially takes business from Pakistan’s Gwadar, a pleasant
prospect for India. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent visit to Tehran
(May, 2016) Marks a new geo-political beginning in the Persian Gulf region
putting Iran’s Chabahar port in the grand chess board of India’s strategic
calculus in the emerging Asian geo-spatial architecture. In the context of
growing strategic and economic complexity in the Asia-Pacific, the
Chabahar port deal is an extremely important strategic decision which would
help India to get a transit route to Afghanistan and further to Central Asian
region and beyond. This $500 million investment would give India a much
Wanted access to the region’s resources bypassing the land route via hostile
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CHAPTER 8

Multicultural Ethos in Federal India

Subhadip Mukherjee

Introduction

The Indian model of federalism may be one of the most mtcréqtlng 2
typologies in the world. My argument. is that, federalism and

federalisation is an inalienable part of dcmocracy, and deepening of

democracy. Federalism has enabled the expression and protection of =

diverse forms of belonging within India and has been central to the | 2
richness resilience of India’s democracy Wc can no longer allow SoRE

nauonal—reglonal boundary to confound our understandmg of Indian o
federalism. We inhabit a universe that is characterised by d1vcrs1ty S
Variety is the spice of life. Singular 1dent1ty leads to what Amartya

Sen calls ‘miniaturisation of human bemgs and ‘bchttlmg of. human'"],' »
identities’. In the 21* century, multlcultural societies are becommg the i

norm. Federahsm is a rcsponse to central dormnauon and is mtended ¢

to strengthen local 1dcnt1ty, to increase political participation and to
encourage cxpcrnncntatlon in institutional change : and also promotes -

multi-cultural accommodations/ consohdatlon in to the different
parts of our society by its policies. This papet argues that i In response
to contemporary challcngcs the federal governancc structure in India
requires transitional move. A directional shift is requu:ed from a
cooperattve model to a collaborative model of federal governance in
view of various endogenous and exogenous imperatives of change,
such as rising assertiveness of civil society; rising “self-awareness”
(on the basis of their cultural identity) of regional and local political
elites; globalisation, privatisation, and retreat of the central state; and
lncreasmg reliance of the national government on intergovernmental
coordination mechanisms rather than centralised/hierarchical
mechanisms for policy making and implementation. Thus, I reflect
on the possibility of supplementing the federal practice in India

(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner
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